June 20, 2002

I transmit herewith, for the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, the Treaty Between the United
States of America and the Russian
Federation on Strategic Offensive Re-
ductions, signed at Moscow on May 24,
2002 (the ‘‘Moscow Treaty”’).

The Moscow Treaty represents an im-
portant element of the new strategic
relationship between the United States
and Russia. It will take our two na-
tions along a stable, predictable path
to substantial reductions in our de-
ployed strategic nuclear warhead arse-
nals by December 31, 2012. When these
reductions are completed, each country
will be at the lowest level of deployed
strategic nuclear warheads in decades.
This will benefit the peoples of both
the United States and Russia and con-
tribute to a more secure world.

The Moscow Treaty codifies my de-
termination to break through the long
impasse in further nuclear weapons re-
ductions caused by the inability to fi-
nalize agreements through traditional
arms control efforts. In the decade fol-
lowing the collapse of the Soviet
Union, both countries’ strategic nu-
clear arsenals remained far larger than
needed, even as the United States and
Russia moved toward a more coopera-
tive relationship. On May 1, 2001, I
called for a new framework for our
strategic relationship with Russia, in-
cluding further cuts in nuclear weap-
ons to reflect the reality that the Cold
War is over. On November 13, 2001, I an-
nounced the United States plan for
such cuts—to reduce our operationally
deployed strategic nuclear warheads to
a level of between 1700 and 2200 over
the next decade. I announced these
planned reductions following a careful
study within the Department of De-
fense. That study, the Nuclear Posture
Review, concluded that these force lev-
els were sufficient to maintain the se-
curity of the United States. In reach-
ing this decision, I recognized that it
would be preferable for the TUnited
States to make such reductions on a
reciprocal basis with Russia, but that
the United States would be prepared to
proceed unilaterally.

My Russian counterpart, President
Putin, responded immediately and
made clear that he shared these goals.
President Putin and I agreed that our
nations’ respective reductions should
be recorded in a legally binding docu-
ment that would outlast both of our
presidencies and provide predictability
over the longer term. The result is a
Treaty that was agreed without pro-
tracted negotiations. This Treaty fully
meets the goals I set out for these re-
ductions.
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It is important for there to be suffi-
cient openness so that the United
States and Russia can each be con-
fident that the other is fulfilling its re-
ductions commitment. The Parties will
use the comprehensive verification re-
gime of the Treaty on the Reduction
and Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms (the “START Treaty’’) to provide
the foundation for confidence, trans-
parency, and predictability in further
strategic offensive reductions. In our
Joint Declaration on the New Strategic
Relationship between the United
States and Russia, President Putin and
I also decided to establish a Consult-
ative Group for Strategic Security to
be chaired by Foreign and Defense Min-
isters. This body will be the principal
mechanism through which the United
States and Russia strengthen mutual
confidence, expand transparency, share
information and plans, and discuss
strategic issues of mutual interest.

The Moscow Treaty is emblematic of
our new, cooperative relationship with
Russia, but it is neither the primary
basis for this relationship nor its main
component. The TUnited States and
Russia are partners in dealing with the
threat of terrorism and resolving re-
gional conflicts. There is growing eco-
nomic interaction between the business
communities of our two countries and
ever-increasing people-to-people and
cultural contacts and exchanges. The
U.S. military has put Cold War prac-
tices behind it, and now plans, sizes,
and sustains its forces in recognition
that Russia is not an enemy, Russia is
a friend. Military-to-military and in-
telligence exchanges are well estab-
lished and growing.

The Moscow Treaty reflects this new
relationship with Russia. Under it,
each Party retains the flexibility to de-
termine for itself the composition and
structure of its strategic offensive
arms, and how reductions are made.
This flexibility allows each Party to
determine how best to respond to fu-
ture security challenges.

There is no longer the need to nar-
rowly regulate every step we each
take, as did Cold War treaties founded
on mutual suspicion and an adversarial
relationship.

In sum, the Moscow Treaty is clearly
in the best interests of the United
States and represents an important
contribution to U.S. national security
and strategic stability. I therefore urge
the Senate to give prompt and favor-
able consideration to the Treaty, and
to advise and consent to its ratifica-
tion.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 20, 2002.
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APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
pursuant to Public Law 105-277, an-
nounces the appointment of the fol-
lowing individuals to serve as members
of the Parents Advisory Council on
Youth Drug Abuse:

Darcy L. Jensen of South Dakota
(Representative of Non-Profit Organi-
zation), vice Kerrie S. Lansford, term
expired.

Dr. Lynn McDonald of Wisconsin,
vice Robert L. Maginnis, term expired.

George L. Lozano of California, vice
Darcy Jensen, term expired.

Rosanne Ortega of Texas, vice Dr.
Lynn McDonald, term expired.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 2002

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until 9:30
a.m. on Friday, June 21; that following
the prayer and the pledge, the Journal
of proceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the De-
partment of Defense authorization bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, as an-
nounced earlier today, at 9:30 we will
start a vote on the Murray amend-
ment.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. If there is in further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in adjournment under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:29 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
June 21, 2002, at 9:30 a.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate June 20, 2002:
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

RICHARD VAUGHN MECUM, OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
GEORGIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE ROBERT
HENRY MCMICHAEL, TERM EXPIRED.

BURTON STALLWOOD, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE
UNITED STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF RHODE
ISLAND FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE JOHN
JAMES LEYDEN, RESIGNED.

GEORGE BREFFNI WALSH, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR
THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE DONALD W. HORTON.
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